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Racial
climate
report
released

Mandatory dialogue session held
for‘The Laramie Project’ attendees

BY Hawley Martin
thedmnews@gmail.com

The university’s Extended Sensitivity and Respect Committee released a report Tuesday that makes
recommendations to improve the
campus’ racial climate, including
changing the names of two campus
buildings and striving to support
campus symbols that represent all
people on campus.
Following the Nov. 6, 2012, election night protest, Chancellor Dan
Jones challenged the committee to
study race relations with the goal
of improving the racial climate on
campus. Jones wrote a response letter to the report and listed individual
implementation plans for each of
the 12 main recommendations.
“It is always important to stop
and take the measure of our progress and what work remains,” said
Susan Glisson, member of the committee and Executive Director of
the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation. “This process
has been important in illuminating
areas that still need more work and
helps to provide a road map for proceeding.”
One of the specific actions the
committee suggested will be visually
apparent to anyone on Ole Miss’
campus. The committee recommended to rename Vardaman Hall,
and to consider renaming the Paul
B. Johnson Ballroom, which is more
familiarly known as the Johnson
Commons. James K. Vardaman
and Paul B. Johnson, Jr. were both
Mississippi politicians who openly
promoted white supremacy.
Additionally, university symbols were mentioned in the report.
Committee Co-chair and Assistant
Provost Donald Cole said the committee’s discussions and inclusion of
that section of the report was “in
See REPORT, PAGE 5
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Jennifer Stollman briefs faculty members Tuesday before they begin the dialogue session following “The Laramie Project” incident Oct. 1.

By Adam Ganucheau
dmeditor@gmail.com

Students and faculty who attended Tuesday night’s mandatory
meeting regarding the Oct. 1 production of “The Laramie Project”
said the dialogue session was productive. The meeting was recommended by the university’s Bias
Incident Response Team (BIRT) as
a result of its investigation into the
discriminatory slurs and open disruption of the play, which is about
an openly gay college student who
was murdered in Wyoming in
1998.
“I thought the meeting went very

well,” said Jennifer Stollman, academic director at the William Winter Institute for Racial Recognition
and facilitator of the meeting. “I
was extremely impressed with the
way that members of individual
groups were willing to share their
individual perceptions.”
After The Daily Mississippian
reported the incident in the Oct. 3
issue, Stollman developed a lesson
plan for the meeting. The lesson
plan was based on a process called
restorative justice, an approach
which fosters discussion among all
stakeholders involved to help prevent another similar incident from
happening again.
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At last night’s meeting, five
groups of 20-25 students made
up of victims, offenders and other
university stakeholders involved in
the incident discussed what happened Oct. 1 in Meek Auditorium.
“Basically, with this approach,
all members of the community are
held accountable,” Stollman said.
“Instead of blaming the offenders,
we ask and consider what caused
the offenders to act that way.”
Before last night’s meeting, Director of Public Relations Danny
Blanton informed two DM photographers and a reporter that
attending the meeting and pho-
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Column

The facts about voter ID laws
By Christine Dickason
cndickas@go.olemiss.edu.

PATRICIA THOMPSON
director and faculty adviser

Last week, Mr. Winford wrote
an opinion column titled, “Voter
ID Just Makes Sense.” I want to
take the opportunity this week to
set the record straight on voter
identification laws.
To begin with, it is important to
be clear on the reason behind the
Justice Department’s suit against
the State of North Carolina. According to Attorney General Eric
Holder, the suit seeks to challenge
the state’s new voting law, which
includes “provisions that will significantly reduce early voting
days; eliminate same-day registration during early voting; impose
a restrictive photo identification
requirement for in-person voting; and prohibit the counting of
otherwise legitimate provisional
ballots that are mistakenly cast in
the right county, but in the wrong
precinct.”
With this in mind, let’s examine Mr. Winford’s argument that
photo ID laws are good public
policy.
Mr. Winford begins with the
common argument that because
photo ID is required for other aspects of life, it should be necessary
to vote. He claims that individuals
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must present photo identification
to “apply for and receive welfare.”
He does not specify to which government assistance program he
is referring — instead relying on
the ambiguous term, “welfare”
— but his assertion proves false in
most cases.
The Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) does
not require those seeking benefits
to show a photo ID in any state.
In Mississippi, specifically, an individual is not required to have
a photo ID to receive unemployment benefits or Women, Infants,
and Children Nutrition Program
benefits.
What about the activities outside of welfare benefits? Unfortunately, photo ID is not necessary
to purchase a firearm. Private gun
sales can be conducted without
any kind of background check.
Mr. Winford correctly claims that
photo ID is needed to board an
airplane. While this is true, the individuals who are most likely to be
harmed by restrictive voting laws
often do not have the resources to
even purchase airplane tickets.
The final, and perhaps most
significant, activity that Mr. Winford argues requires a photo ID is
registering to vote. A quick check
with the Mississippi Department
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or The Daily Mississippian
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may be edited for clarity,
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of Motor Vehicles, which handles
voter registration, disproves this
assertion. The necessity of photo
ID in daily activities seems to be
overstated.
Next, Mr. Winford casts doubt
on the claim that photo ID laws
disproportionately affect minorities and impoverished individuals.
What does the research say? The
Brennan Center for Justice found
that 11 percent of U.S. citizens
do not have government-issued
photo IDs. The Advancement
Project reported that one in three
registered voters who lack identification are African-American.
A study conducted by faculty
from the University of Washington, University of California and
University of New Mexico found
that voter ID laws will disproportionately affect racial minorities
and individuals who are socioeconomically disadvantaged.
With clear evidence that photo
ID laws disenfranchise certain
voters, there must be a very compelling reason for promoting these
policies. Mr. Winford asserts that
we must “safeguard the process.”
Safeguard the process from
what exactly?
Mr. Winford mentions fraud. It
is true that photo ID could prevent cases of people imperson-

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all
comments.Please send a letter to the editor
addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677 or send an
e-mail to dmeditor@gmail.com.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and
no longer than 300 words. Third party letters
and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names
or “name withheld” will not be published.
Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade
classification and major. All submissions must
be turned in at least three days in advance of
date of desired publication.

ating others to vote — but how
often does that actually happen?
According to the nonpartisan
Brennan Center for Justice, “it is
more likely that an individual will
be struck by lightning than that he
will impersonate another voter at
the polls.”
If photo ID laws actually corrected a problem, then it would
be worth examining these policies
more closely. But the fact is that
photo ID laws are a form of voter
suppression. These laws eerily resemble other forms of voter suppression — such as poll taxes and
literacy tests — in our country’s
not-so-distant past.
Encouraging voter participation is crucial to promoting a
healthy democracy. We must
continue to be wary of any law
that seeks to limit — rather than
expand — access to voting. It
is actions like the lawsuit by the
Justice Department that are the
true safeguards of the American
democracy, as they seek to ensure
that every American has the ability to exercise one of the most important rights granted to citizens:
the right to vote.
Christine Dickason is a junior public
policy leadership major from Collierville,
Tenn.
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Put up or shut up, Rouhani

By: Whitney Greer
whitneygreere@gmail.com

With the recent sting of a
foreign policy disaster orchestrated by Putin, the Obama
administration is leaping at
the chance to make positive
world political moves. Enter
Hassan Rouhani, the new
president of Iran and agent
of Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader. In the style of
true incompetence, the U.S. is
using similar tactics as those
employed in the Syria tangle,
and these may have even far
more disastrous consequences.
For Rouhani, capturing
the heart of the administration required nothing more
than stating a desire to improve Iranian relations with
the West. Iran has been laden with “crippling economic
sanctions” by the U.N. as part
of a so-far-failed effort to coerce Iran into stopping its

uranium enrichment program
(i.e., attempts to gain nuclear
weapons.) It’s been effective in
dealing a heavy blow to Iran’s
economy, and yet no policy
turnaround has been wrung
out. However, Iran isn’t as impoverished as it would like the
world to think.
Iranian oil resources, coupled with a lift of the heavy
sanctions they currently bear,
could turn their economy into
a cash cow. Which raises the
question, why doesn’t Iran
stop its uranium enrichment
program and be welcomed by
the civilized world with open
arms and gas tanks that need
refueling? A country with the
potential to have a bustling
economy is clinging to “producing nuclear electricity” all
the way down the dark hole
of world pariah status and
economic destruction.
Therein lies the crack in
Rouhani’s veneer of “moderate seeking reconciliation with
the West.” Take a good hard
look, my friends, because the
ploy being peddled by Rouhani in his Washington Post
op-ed and slew of interviews
is that of a trap.

The first sign of this is
Rouhani himself. He’s been
working within the Islamic
Republic for over three decades, which is perhaps why
he was accepted as one of six
candidates eligible to run for
president out of 678 the regime tossed to the wayside.
The perfect ploy for soothing the West’s ruffled feathers
over Iran’s uranium program,
he served two years as Iran’s
chief nuclear negotiator.
All this firsthand knowledge of Iran’s program must
be why this charming new
leader has not once offered
an inkling of willingness to
sacrifice any part of Iran’s
nuclear program. In fact, he
is insisting it doesn’t exist —
similar to his response when a
reporter asked him if the Holocaust was a myth, to which
he replied, “I’m not a historian. I’m a politician.” He’s
also a nuclear-grubbing weasel dressed in moderation.
The most telling and terrifying aspect of Rouhani’s resume is a statement he made
to the Supreme Cultural
Revolution Council in 2004
in which he said, “While we

were talking with the Europeans in Tehran, we were installing equipment in parts of
the (uranium conversion) facility in Isfahan … In fact, by
creating a calm environment,
we were able to complete the
work in Isfahan.”
As this character brews up a
“calm environment” or rather
one of Bambi-eyed optimism
within the White House, the
centrifuges are spinning in extremist Iran.
Iran already has over 70
percent (185 out of the 250)
of the 20 percent enriched kilograms of uranium it needs
to have nuclear capabilities.
This explains why Rouhani is
now stepping up to court the
West — he’s playing out the
clock. Iran has begun to install 3,000 new centrifuges to
take them into warhead territory. There has been no better time in Iran’s entire odyssey to craft a nuclear weapon

The recent incident at “The
Laramie Project” play was deplorable. The University, led by
Chancellor Jones, has made a
strong statement of condemnation
and taken significant actions in response to the behavior on Tuesday
night. I support the University’s
actions. We should not tolerate
such behavior, and I have little
doubt the university community is
of one voice in this matter.
I write today to say how favorably

impressed I have been throughout
this last week by our Theatre students, both those in the cast of the
play and those not. Many responded to hurtful, even hateful, rhetoric
with thoughtful and reasoned comments. Our Theatre students have
been compassionate and mature,
even in the face of this deplorable
incident. Their responses elevate
our University.
The Theatre faculty and the
chair and assistant chair, Rene Pulliam and Michael Barnett, have
provided strong and enlightened
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Blue Plate Specials:

leadership during this troubled
week. There is much more to do,
including assuring that all students
on campus feel safe and respected
in their studies and personal lives.
With the continued leadership of
Professors Pulliam and Barnett,
and with the continuing support
of everyone in our community, we
can make our University a better
place.
Glenn Hopkins
Dean, College of Liberal Arts
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Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,

than right now when it is on
the precipice of achieving
that goal to woo the West into
beguiled oblivion.
The solution however is
simple. As Pulitzer prizewinning columnist Charles
Krauthammer said, “The test
of moderation is not what you
want, but what you’re willing
to give.”
The time has come (again)
for the Obama administration
to throw its leading-frombehind foreign policy out the
window and wield a big stick.
Rouhani and his extremist cronies need to be told to
put up or shut up. When the
centrifuges stop spinning,
we’ll start talking. Until then,
any sort of negotiations will
be nothing more than a time
trap.
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ASB Senate votes to approve student
organization budget, fill open seats
By Allison Slusher
ajslushe@go.olemiss.edu

Phillip Waller | The Daily Mississippian

TOP: ASB Treasurer Carson Rutledge presents the organizational budget proposal during
a meeting of the ASB Senate. BOTTOM: Senators vote on the funding proposal.
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Riley Anderson
Palmer Avisto
Raegan Barnhart
Heather Barrett
Riley Beek
Elizabeth Bell
Braeden Bert
Amanda Bingham
Mary Claire Boudreaux
Allison Boyd
Alex Bradshaw
Madison Brock
Bailey Brown
Frances Buchanan
Caroline Burke
Avery Burns
Meg Butler
Mary Hannah Campbell
Claudia Carlson
Lea Cash
Karlie Coghlan
Laney Coker
Jordan Colbert
Anna Katherine Cook

Associated Student Body
senators met Tuesday to approve the 2013-14 student
budget and vote to fill open
seats.
Treasurer Carson Rutledge
presented the budget encompassing 95 organizations requesting a total of $200,000
from the ASB for the year.
“They went through a twopart application before they
made it on this list,” Rutledge
said of the organizations receiving funding in the approved budget. “Each organization submitted a paper
application and interviewed
for funding.”
Rutledge emphasized that
multiple opportunities to pursue funding existed.
“We tried to give them every opportunity to apply,” he
said.
Using the requests submitted by individual organizations, Rutledge drafted a final
budget of $60,000.

A total of $4,276.20 has
been saved for organizations
that apply for funding in the
spring, according to Rutledge.
The senate approved the
budget in a 38-0 vote.
Forty-seven applicants from
the School of Education, the
School of Applied Sciences,
the Graduate School, Campus
Walk and Kincannon Residence Hall applied to fill open
seats, with 38 applying to fill
at-large seats.
After voting, open seats for
Minor Hall and the School of
Applied Sciences remained.
These seats were filled as atlarge seats after general voting, and an unopposed candidate for the graduate school
was approved.
“There was an incredible
turnout for the open seats, and
based on what senators said it
sounds like we have an awesome group,” said Morgan
Gregory, ASB vice president
and senate president. “I’m excited that we have all 60 seats
filled, and we can start getting
to work.”

is excited to announce
the pledge class of 2013!
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Keavy Noblin
Jane Kat Norman
Abby Null
Kendall O’Donnell
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Aly Otting
Brooke Owens
Katie Grace Owens
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Anna Payne
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Kristen Pennington
Heather Poole
Alexandra Presley
Katie Press
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Shelby Sansone
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Emma Schroeder
Eleanor Schutte
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PLAY,

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

some ways controversial itself.”
“Campus symbols, particularly
those that became associated with
the university during Jim Crow segregation and the resistance to civil
rights (e.g., the Confederate monument, Rebels, Colonel Rebel/Colonel Reb and Dixie) are a source of
contention among different members of the university community,”
the report states. “UM should strive
to support symbols that represent
all on our campus.”
In Jones’ response to the divisive
symbols section, he wrote: “A consultant will be engaged to help with
this review; this process will be begun in the first half of this academic year with a goal of beginning the
review within the academic year.”
The committee is a standing
university committee, but Jones appointed additional members to the
committee after the election night
protest, including students.
Cole said that there is no connection between the timing of the
report’s release and this week’s UM
Pride Week, Racial Reconciliation
Week or the incident at the showing of the Oct. 1 performance of
“The Laramie Project.” Once the
committee finished its report and
recommendations, it then submitted the report to Chancellor Dan
Jones for approval.
“We (as a committee) took whatever time that was needed to produce a quality product,” said Cole,
“(Jones) said that it was a quality
product. I sure hope that it is, but
time will tell.”
Another main issue addressed in
the report involves freshman experience and the way race is addressed
to new students on campus – something Cole says the committee
agreed on 100 percent.
“I’m excited about the work
around improving the freshman

tographing or interviewing
anyone who attended would
violate the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act. The
DM contacted Student Press
Law Center Director Frank
LoMonte, who said a photographer or reporter’s presence
outside the building did not
violate FERPA.
While no authorized university officials were available
Tuesday night to provide a specific number of students who
attended the meeting, Stollman said “a large percent of
the play’s participation” was in
attendance.
Garrison Gibbons, the only
gay cast member of the play
and attendee of last night’s
meeting, believes the meeting
was productive.

ADITYA KHARE | The Daily Mississippian

Vardaman Hall

experience and in introducing the
importance of learning to be respectful in a diverse world to students who may not have been in
very diverse environments before,”
Glisson said.
ASB President Gregory Alston
served as a student representative to
the committee. He stated that while
no specific actions have been taken
to enact the committee’s recommendations, he has a positive, optimistic outlook for the committee’s
mission.
“The report was needed,” Alston
said. “It addresses issues that were
brought up here at the university,
and the community did a great job
in producing this report. The university will benefit in moving forward.”

“Honestly, I had my reservations going in, but I left the
meeting truly blessed to be a
part of this campus,” Gibbons
said. “I think we all want to
move on from the event and
continue working towards
equality and acceptance as a
university.”
The meeting was encouraged as a first step by the
BIRT committee in its report
released Friday evening. BIRT
Co-Chair Merrill Magruder
believes last night’s meeting
was a good way to move forward as a university.
“I think (the meeting) is a
great first step,” Magruder
said. “(BIRT) will continue
meeting as a team, but (last
night’s) work with the Ole Miss
community was a great way
to foster dialogue and to work
together to celebrate and support diversity on campus.”

Dancing also qualifies as
physical therapy.
Understanding that matters.

Adam Ganucheau contributed to this
report.

KEY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
• Develop and plainly display a clear message that explains our institutional commitment to diversity.
• Evaluate current administrative structure and increase
resources to support diversity efforts.
• Create a culture of research excellence related to race.
• Enhance our communications and marketing strategies to ensure that race and inclusiveness are a central
part of our messages.
• Better prepare our faculty and staff to respond to and
address incidents of bias.
• Conduct a review of all of our divisive symbols.
• Adopt a comprehensive, holistic diversity plan with
strategies tied to measurable goals.
• Incorporate an emphasis on racial climate and diversity into all aspects of university planning and assessment.
• Provide an ongoing assessment of campus climate.
• Engage diverse, prospective students earlier (with an
emphasis on Mississippians) and aid in their transition
to UM.
• Initiate a new student program (or enhance our current
offerings) to more intentionally educate students about
our commitment to inclusion and reinforce our shared
values.
• Further explore how we engage diverse alumni.
For the complete report and a list of committee members, visit theDMonline.com.

At Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital in Memphis, we
often see children when they’re feeling their worst.
Our experts understand the challenges of caring for
kids and encouraging them to take steps designed to
help them feel better. Many times, all that’s required is
a playful imagination on their part – and ours.
We’re completely dedicated to caring for kids. With
specialty clinics at North Mississippi Medical Center,
our expertise is closer than ever.

Where
Every Child
Matters
lebonheur.org
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The legendary and modest Johnny McPhail

COURTEST JOHNNY McPHAIL

Actor Johnny McPhail

By Clara Turnage
scturna1@go.olemiss.edu

When Johnny McPhail
walked into the coffee shop
where we met, nearly every
person he passed greeted him.
His 6-foot-4 stature seemed to
radiate a friendliness I had not
expected from such a successful actor. Oxford is home to a
multitude of talented people,
and, when counting our talent, Johnny McPhail is counted twice.

“Johnny is a director’s dream
actor,” said Thomas L. Phillips, director of “Where I Begin.” “He wants to work. He
cares about his work and will
do whatever it takes to make it
happen.”
McPhail was born on a cotton farm in Ellard. He grew
up learning to work hard and
graduated valedictorian of his
senior class.
“I guess they had to give it to
someone,” he modestly said.
“There were only 13 of us.”

35277

After high school, McPhail
worked in various positions
ranging from a labor union
organizer to owner of his own
furniture store.
It is impossible to speak
to Johnny without learning
all about his three children:
Courtney, Andrew and Ashley.
“They are tremendously
supportive,” McPhail said.
“I couldn’t do this without
them.”
Both Courtney and Andrew
went to school at The Uni-

versity of Mississippi. Ashley,
however, was diagnosed with
autism at a very young age.
After finding out Ashley was
autistic, McPhail transformed
from a working man to a stayat-home dad.
“You would love Ashley,”
he said. “She used to be very
nonverbal, but now, she’ll talk
your head off. Most autistic individuals are very monotone,
but she’s just so expressive.”
When asked how he helped
Ashley to overcome some of
the shyness innate to the disorder, McPhail said, “I was basically learning for myself what
worked with her. I just never
gave up.”
McPhail’s acting career began when he was almost 50
with a conversation with the
casting director for “The Gun
in Betty Lou’s Handbag.”
When describing his ascension
into acting, McPhail said, “My
curiosity, life circumstances
and luck of being at the right
place at the right time enabled
me to get into acting.”
This humility, however, does
not do justice to his career.
“He is fearless, and the
camera loves him,” filmmaker Thad Lee said. “He is not
some cold and closed artist
waiting to deliver his line and
go back to his trailer. He’s
Johnny McPhail. He’s happy
to be there, and he’s happy
that the other cast and crew
are there, too. He roots for
people and tries to help them
on set or with future jobs. It’s
hard not to like that.”
Johnny McPhail has been
featured in a multitude of
films, shorts, stand-up comedy
acts and theater productions
over the past 20 years. He can
be remembered in John Grish-
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am’s “A Time To Kill,” and
“The Chamber.”
McPhail had his first big role
in “Ballast,” named as winner
of the Josephine Baker Award
by the Toronto Film Critics
Association and Best First Feature film by the Women Film
Critics Circle in 2008.
He can be seen this January co-starring with Matthew
McConaughey and Woody
Harrelson in HBO’s episodic
“True Detective.” “True Detective” is a horrifyingly factual story from Louisiana told in
a series of hour-long episodes.
“The first assistant director
for ‘True Detective’ is John
Mallard. He is Dean Faulkner
Wells’ son. He grew up here
in Oxford,” McPhail said. “So
I had somebody from home
watching my back the whole
time.”
McPhail, his wife and
his daughter most recently
worked on “Big Significant
Things,” a production starring
Harry Loyd from “Game of
Thrones.”
Another of his more recent
accomplishments is the nomination of “Last Call” in the
Louisiana Film Prize. The film
was picked as a Louisiana Film
Prize Top 5 film and was a
Founder’s Circle award recipient. As a top-five pick, the film
will be distributed by Shorts
International and the cast will
attend festivals in Dallas, New
Orleans and Los Angeles. As a
Founders Circle award recipient, the production crew will
receive a grant toward next
year’s Louisiana Film Prize.
A fan base has grown of
those who enjoy McPhail’s
work. The Facebook page
“Johnny McPhail has a posse”
is an open group dedicated to
his career.
“My posse, film and stage
friends and fans are somewhat
like a cult,” McPhail said. “Just
haven’t sacrificed any chickens
at this point.”
McPhail has starred in Oxford’s film festival multiple
years.
“Oxford has one of the best
film festivals in the world,” he
said proudly. “It is every bit as
good as Sundance except on a
smaller scale.”
McPhail said he is the kind
of man who offhandedly mentions his friendship with Matt
Damon and casually calls
Matthew McConaughey “a
real nice guy,” but he will still
talk to you endlessly about his
family.
This is what makes him such
a perfect example of Oxford
talent. In Johnny McPhail, we
find not only an extremely capable actor, but also a father,
husband and member of the
community.
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Screenwriting guru Offutt calls Oxford home
“I could either move to L.A.
and embrace screenwriting or
find a university and continue
teaching,” he said. “After a lot
of thought, I realized I preferred to teach.”
Luckily for the university,
Offutt chose the latter and
became a professor of screenwriting, film studies and fiction in the MFA program at
Ole Miss.
Offutt isn’t taking any time
off, however, with several
large projects coming down
the pipeline.
“I’m working on a book
about my father, who published 140 books under many
pseudonyms,” he said. “I also
have a column in Oxford
American magazine, con-

tinue to publish short stories,
including one in Playboy in
the winter. Since being at Ole
Miss, I wrote pilots for CBS
and FOX and a freelance
script for ‘Treme.’”
In the past year alone, Offutt has turned down three
screenwriting jobs.
He also has a couple of
projects about which he cannot speak.
“I have another project in
the early stages, but it’s too
soon to discuss,” Offutt said.
“Plus the studios make you
sign confidentiality clauses.”
Offutt clearly has a variety
of work coming up, so keep
an eye out for his name.

FILE PHOTO (ANN-MARIE HEROD) | The Daily Mississippian

Dennis Johnson and Chris Offutt pose before Johnson talks about his book in Bonduraunt Hall on Sept. 25.

By Michael Prestwich
maprestw@go.olemiss.edu

Are you a fan of HBO’s hit
show “True Blood,” with its
sex-fueled vampires and gritty
vampire on human violence?
What
about
Showtime’s
“Weeds,” which features widowed house wife Nancy Botwin, who finds herself ensnared in the dangerous world
of drug trafficking?
Both of these shows are
critically acclaimed and are
loved by fans and critics alike.
Senior psychology major
Tate Collums said, “‘True
Blood’ has been one of my favorite shows for years; the first
few seasons were great, but it
kind of fell off later on.”
Then you might be surprised to hear that a man who
has contributed to both of
these award-winning shows

is housed in The University
of Mississippi’s MFA department. Chris Offutt, a professor in the English department,
worked on the first season of
“True Blood” and wrote one
episode for season five of
“Weeds.”
“I worked on the first season
of ‘True Blood,’” Offutt said.
“We wrote and shot every
episode before it aired, which
gave us a kind of freedom, although nobody was sure if the
show would be popular. The
hours were very difficult because half the show was shot
at night due to vampires.”
Offutt is a novelist, screenwriter and professor and has
taken on other creative roles
as well, including work on
comic books and graphic novels. He has been published
in works ranging from The
New York Times, Men’s Jour-

nal and Oxford American to
Playboy magazine and readings on National Public Radio.
When asked about his favorite medium to work in, Chris
said, “I love short fiction and
essays. There’s a lot of freedom in the forms. Graphic
novels are great fun, but pay
very little. I’d like to get back
to them as soon as my sons
are out of college and I buy
a house.”
Offutt’s creative endeavors haven’t gone unnoticed.
His accolades include awards
from the American Academy
of Arts and Letters, the Lannan Foundation, the Guggenheim Foundation, National
Endowment for the Arts and
the Whiting Foundation.
Three years ago, Offutt
found himself in Oxford after
his oldest son left for college.

WE’RE FIGHTING FOR YOU
practice areas

James R. “Jamie” Franks Jr.

Car Wrecks
Criminal Law
• DUI
• Drug Offenses
Divorce
Child Custody
Personal Injury Law
Drug Expungement
All Immigration Issues

William R. “Bill” Wheeler Jr.

Wheeler & Franks
Law Firm, P.C.

Further background information available upon request

www.northmississippilaw.com
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1124 N. Lamar Blvd., Oxford, MS • 877.281.4521
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Sudoku #5
8 6 9 5 3
5 1 3 4 2
4 2 7 9 6
2 9 8 1 4
6 3 4 7 8
1 7 5 2 9
9 5 6 3 1
7 8 2 6 5
3 4 1 8 7

1 4 2 7
7 6 8 9
8 3 5 1
3 7 6 5
5 9 1 2
6 8 3 4
4 2 7 8
9 1 4 3
2 5 9 6

Sudoku #6
8 2 7 5 3 6 4
9 6 3 1 4 2 7
1
5 9 8 7 2
4
2 3 6 5 1
2 1 3
7
3
7 9 5
2
5 3 8
6
1 4 9
9 8 6
5

4
9
5
8
7
3
1

6 8
1 4
9 6
8 2
4 7

Sudoku #8
6 4 1 7 3 8
2 3 5 1 6 9
7 8 9 2 4 5
9 2 3 8 1 4
7 8 6 5 2
6 4 9 7 3
5 7 4 2 1
9 6 3 8 7
2 5 9 6

9 1
5 8
6 3
8 7
4 9
2 6
1 4
7 5
2
3

9 2 5
7 8 4
1 6 3
5 7 6
4 3 9
8 1 2
6 9 8
2 5 1
4 7

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

7
3

TOUGH

Complete the grid so that
every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.

1
5
3
4
8

HOW TO PLAY

Recycle your DM
9 3
1 4
5 2
3 7
4 8
6 5
7 9
8 1
2 6

1

4

9
6

1

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
3

SUDOKU©

2 1 7
9 5 8
8 3 6
1 2 9
6 7 1
4 8 2
5 4 3
7 6 5
3 9 4

6 5

9 5

8 7

7

1

Tough Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 5
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Sudoku #7
8 5 4 6
6 3 2 7
1 7 9 4
4 8 6 5
3 2 5 9
7 9 1 3
2 6 8 1
9 4 3 2
5 1 7 8

8
1

2 3
1

Famous: Conspicuously miserable.
-- Ambrose Bierce

atch area

5
4
7
2
6

Puzzles by KrazyDad

Sudoku #6
dooNesBury

By Garry Trudeau

NoN sequiTur

By Wiley

dilBerT

By scoTT adams

The fusco BroThers

By J.c. duffy
By Jim davis

1

TOPPING

4

PAN PIZZA EXTRA, MIN. DELIVERY $7.99

WILD
WEDNESDAY
MEDIUM
$ 99
1

236-3030
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OPEN LATE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

ORDER ONLINE
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Malco set to open second Oxford location
krcarpen@go.olemiss.edu

Malco Theatres Inc. will be
opening its second Oxford location, the Oxford Commons
Cinema, this Friday on the
corner of Sisk Avenue and
Highway 7. The new cinema
will be in its old location but
with a much-needed facelift,
featuring an eight-screen theater and outside amphitheater
with all top-of-the-line sound
and picture quality.
“The previously shuttered
theater has been remodeled
with a lobby bar, all new luxury seats, upgraded sound systems and state-of-the-art digital projection,” said Karen
Scott, director of marketing
for Malco Theatres Inc.
The additional screens will
allow Malco to show a variety of films, including foreign
and independent films. Malco
management said the digital
projection systems will enable
Malco to show concerts, operas, live theater and sporting
events.
“In the past, our ability to
bring in more of these kinds
of films has been limited by
our screen count,” said Jimmy
Tashie, executive vice president of theatre operations.
“We believe Oxford will support a broader range of films
and our plan is to bring them
in, subject to availability, on a
regular basis.”
This week’s new releases of
“Captain Phillips” and “Machete Kills” are scheduled to
be shown at the theater, along
with “Parkland,” “Blue Jasmine,” “Rush,” “Grace Unplugged,” “The Way, Way
Back” and “Enough Said.”
A full-service grill will offer a variety of food choices
as well as traditional movie
snacks such as popcorn and
Coca-Cola products.
The theater is also using its
opening as a way to give back

to the community.
“As part of the overall grand
opening festivities, the theater will be hosting a donation drive all weekend to benefit The Pantry,” Scott said.
“Guests donating non-perishable foods/canned goods or
new school supplies will receive a collectible poster from
‘The Hunger Games: Catching Fire.’”
The opening of the eightscreen theater and amphitheater completes Phase I of
Malco’s new expansion project.
Phase II, projected to open
in spring 2014, includes development of The Family Entertainment Center with the
expansion of the theater onto
land purchased adjacent to
the building.
The center will also eventually include a bar and restaurant, a new ultra-modern
bowling center with miniature
golf and a laser maze.
Molly Rowland, a senior at
The University of Mississippi,
thinks The Family Entertainment Center will be a great
form of entertainment for a
variety of ages.
“I think this is a great opportunity for Oxford,” she
said. “Not only will this center
feature activities for children
and families, but it will also
feature entertainment and
activities for students at Ole
Miss and in college. I cannot
wait to catch a movie in the
theater soon.”

Vince Davis| The Daily Mississippian

Malco Oxford Commons in Oxford

35234

by Kayla Carpenter

FOOTBALL TICKET GIVEAWAY
The Daily Mississippian and Rebel Radio are giving two lucky fans a chance to win
a pair of tickets to all six remaining home games!

Listen to 92.1 REBEL RADIO this morning between 10 AM & 11 AM
to find out who the winners are!
Brought to you by these participating sponsors:

BEACON
1200 N. Lamar Blvd.
234-5041

1111 W Jackson Ave.
234-5993
next to Malco Theatre

1908 W. Jackson Ave.
236-3855

10 Thacker Rd.
238-3561

1631 W Jackson Ave.
236-7346
35206
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SEC Football Power Poll
By David Collier | thedmsports@gmail.com

In this week’s installment, The Daily Mississippian’s sports editor David Collier will rank the 14 Southeastern Conference teams. Opponents, game times and
television networks are also included for each team.

1.

2.

Alabama
(5-0, 2-0 SEC, 1st last week)
This week: at Kentucky (1-4, 0-2
SEC), 6 p.m., ESPN2

6.

3.

LSU
Georgia
(4-1, 3-0 SEC, 2nd last week) (5-1, 2-1 SEC, 3rd last week)
This week: Missouri (5-0, 1-0 SEC), This week: Florida (4-1, 3-0 SEC), 2:30
11 a.m., ESPN
p.m., CBS

8.

7.

South Carolina
(4-1, 2-1 SEC, 5th last week)
This week: at Arkansas (3-3, 0-2
SEC), 11:21 a.m., SEC Network

11.
Vanderbilt
(3-3, 0-3 SEC, 8th last
week)
This week: BYE

Auburn
(4-1, 2-1 SEC, 11th last week)
This week: Western Carolina (1-5),
1 p.m., PPV

9.

10.

Missouri
(5-0, 1-0 SEC, 9th last week)
This week: at Georgia (4-1, 3-0
SEC), 11 a.m., ESPN

Mississippi State
(2-3, 0-2 SEC, 10th last
week)
This week: Bowling Green (5-1), 6:30
p.m., FSN

For continuing
coverage of Ole
Miss football, follow
@thedm_sports and
@DavidLCollier on
Twitter.

14.

Arkansas
(3-3, 0-2 SEC, 12th last week)
This week: South Carolina (4-1, 2-1
SEC), 11:21 a.m., SEC Network

Tennessee
(3-3, 0-2 SEC, 13th last week)
This week: BYE

Kentucky
(1-4, 0-2 SEC, 14th last week)
This week: at South Carolina (3-1, 1-1
SEC), 6:30 p.m., FSN

One BEDROOM/1BATH One mile
south of square. Available Nov 1st.
Hardwood floors upstairs. All appliances plus cable. $595 a month. (662)6072400
room for rent Need 3rd roomate,
townhouse, dog allowed, no cats. $500
a month. Utilities included. (662)8099114

4bd, 4bath condo for rent
$2,200 per month. For more info visit
www.olemissrentalcondo.com
Available: Nov 2013- July 31st 2014.

HELP WANTED.. .... Graphic Designer
for print and Internet, rapidly expanding Oxford company. Send resume and
samples to swjenna@yahoo.com

Weekend Rental

Part-time

WEEKEND RENTALS Short-term rentals including event weekends. Lots of
availability! www.oxfordtownhouse.com
(662)801-6692

studentpayouts.com Paid Survey Takers Needed In Oxford. 100%
FREE To Join! Click On Surveys.
Need Extra Cash? Papa John’s
Pizza is now accepting applications for
all positions. Apply in person from 1p-4p
Mon-Fri at 1506 W. Jackson Avenue.
Help Wanted: Part-time during
October. M-F only. Jo’s Costume Shop,
2526 University Avenue.
must love dogs Local dog kennel
seeking part time help. (Labor) must be
willing to work on weekends and some
holidays. Send resume and or contact
info marty.vocation@gmail.com

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance.
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in session except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

House for Rent
3/4 Bedroom Home for Lease
3/4 bedroom home for lease January 1,
2014. Close to campus. Quiet neighborhood. Security deposit. Call 662-8169969 (662)816-9969

Room for Rent
Room for rent at 3br/2ba condo
$400/mth/$400dep
662-419-5083
(662)489-7964

Condo for Rent

201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503
Available now 2 bedroom, 1.5
bath apartment. W/D $680/month. $680
security deposit. The Cove Apartments
(662)234-1422

Texas A&M
Florida
(4-1, 1-1 SEC, 4th last week)
(4-1, 3-0 SEC, 6th last week)
This week: at Ole Miss (3-2, 1-2 This week: at LSU (5-1, 2-1 SEC),
SEC), 7:30 p.m., ESPN
2:30 p.m., CBS

13.

To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

Apartment for Rent

5.

12.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Ole Miss
(3-2, 1-2 SEC, 7th last week)
This week: Texas A&M (4-1, 1-1
SEC), 7:30 p.m., ESPN

4.

Large 2 bedroom/ 2.5 bath townhouse with W/D included. No pets. 1
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security deposit. Call (662)234-0000

Condo For Rent Harris Grove,
Hardwood floors & carpet. 2/story 3/
brm, 2-1/2 bath. Like new. All appliances/ wash/ dry, Central heat/ air. $1,000/
month. Available now (662)332-6660

Seasonal
Jo’s Costume Shop Adult costume
rentals. Open 9-4 Monday through Friday. www.freewebs.com/ jcostumes
2526 East University Avenue

Miscellaneous
Pregnancy Test Center Pregnancy Testing, Limited Ultrasounds,
Facts, Options, and Support. No insurance required. Free and Confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)2344414

Full-time

the Ole Miss Yearbook

Automobiles
2008 Blue Dodge Nitro SLT Infinity sound system w/ subwoofer, V6, automatic, leather interior w/ heated seats,
6-disc mp3 disc player. 115k miles, excellent condition call/ text for pictures/
other info (662)230-2519

OCTOBER

14, 17, 18
21, 24 & 25

9 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
Union room # 412
Seniors need to schedule a senior portrait appointment at www.ouryear.com. School code: 141 or call
1-800-OUR-YEAR (1-800-687-9327). Freshmen, sophomores & juniors do not schedule appointments;
just show up and your photo will be taken on a walk-in basis.

15 & 22

9 A.M. TO 3:45 P.M.

SPORTS
SPORTS | 9 october 2013 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | PAGE 11

Column

Rebels, Wallace struggling in fourth quarter

File photo (Thomas Graning) | The Daily Mississippian

Bo Wallace releases a pass during Saturday’s game against Auburn.

By Tyler Bischoff
tfbischo@go.olemiss.edu

Ole Miss opened the season
with a fourth-quarter win over
Vanderbilt. They seemed to
shake away the late-game demons that haunted the 2012
team, as they took the lead
twice in the final quarter. But
in the last two weeks, the Rebels have been trailing in the
fourth quarter and have failed
to put serious pressure on either Alabama or Auburn’s
lead.
This season, junior quarterback Bo Wallace has led 12
fourth-quarter drives when
Ole Miss was losing. Just three
of those have resulted in Ole
Miss scoring.
Wallace has been awful in
the fourth quarter this season.
He has completed just 30.6
percent of his passes in the final quarter this season. In the
first three quarters of games,
Wallace is completing 66.9
percent of his passes, which
would be the best single-season mark in Ole Miss history.
He has picked up just six
first downs through the air in
the fourth. He is averaging
3.6 first downs per quarter in
the first three frames, but only
1.2 first downs in the fourth.
Just one of his nine passes for
over 25 yards has come in the
fourth, and just 10.6 percent

of his passing yards have come
in fourth.
Most importantly, he has
only thrown one touchdown
pass in the fourth quarter.
Wallace has been a great
quarterback for Ole Miss.
Only Eli Manning has had a
better single season than Wallace did in 2012.
In 2012, there was no drop
off in production in the fourth
quarter from Wallace. He
completed 62.5 percent of
his passes and threw just one
interception, compared to six
touchdowns, in the fourth.
These struggles certainly
don’t fall solely on Wallace. In
the three games that Ole Miss
was trailing in the fourth quarter, Wallace has been sacked
six times, four times by Au-

burn. The offensive line has
been exposed by Alabama and
Auburn in the last two weeks,
and that is one of the main
struggles the entire offense is
dealing with.
Wallace’s receivers have not
been helping him out either.
From its own 1-yard line, Ole
Miss ran the same play three
times in a row. Wallace looked
to hit Donte Moncrief on a
back shoulder fade, but each
time Wallace threw the ball
behind Moncrief, which the
coaches said was due to Moncrief and Wallace not being on
the same page.
While the coaching may be
questioned, Wallace has to do
a better job of executing that
play. To not throw one catchable ball to your best receiver

in a one-on-one situation is
inexcusable, no matter who
messed up the signal.
The breakdown of receiver
targets in the fourth quarter is
predictable. Against Vanderbilt, Alabama and Auburn,
Moncrief has been targeted 11
times, Laquon Treadwell and
Evan Engram have seen five
targets each, and Ja-Mes Lo-

gan and Vince Sanders have
received two targets each.
Moncrief has only caught
four of those 11 targets, while
Treadwell and Engram combined to haul in five of their
10 targets.
Those are not efficient
numbers when targeting your
top three receivers. Now Ole
Miss has experienced dropped
passes, sacks and poor throws,
so the blame can be spread
around.
But the lack of targets to Logan, who has as many receptions this season as Engram,
and the fact that senior running back Jeff Scott has not
seen a pass come his way is
concerning.
Again, play calling may be
dictating some of these numbers, but it appears that Wallace is zoning in on just one
or two receivers on each play.
This may be necessary as Wallace was sacked four times on
18 drop backs against Auburn
in the fourth quarter.
Wallace’s
fourth-quarter
numbers are an anomaly. Last
season he was essentially the
same quarterback each quarter, and in the first three quarters this season, he has been
great. He has just struggled
mightily in the fourth quarter
this season, especially the last
two weeks.
If Ole Miss plans on winning close games in the fourth
quarter, these numbers have to
improve. It isn’t all on Wallace.
He needs the help of better offensive line play and play calling, but Wallace needs to step
up.
For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss football, follow @Tyler_RSR
and @thedm_sports on Twitter.

COMING UP AT
THE LYRIC
TYLER FARR • 10/10

PANTyRAiD • 10/17

BLACKBERRY SMOKE • 10/11

*Next week: Yonder Mountain String Band & PANTyRAiD

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

35321

662.234.5333 • 1006 Van Buren Ave. • Box Office Hours Wed-Fri 12-5

35266
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Rebels avoid hangover after loss to Auburn

Ignacio Murillo | The Daily Mississippian

LEFT: Scout team quarterback Anthony Alford releases a pass during practice Tuesday. RIGHT: Running back Jeff Scott warms up during practice Tuesday.

By Matt Sigler
mcsigler@go.olemiss.edu

The Ole Miss Rebels returned
to practice Tuesday afternoon
after taking a tough loss on the
road to Auburn this past weekend 30-22. The loss dropped the
Rebels to 3-2 on the year and 1-2
in Southeastern Conference play
and also out of the top 25.
However, by the look of the

guys during the open periods
of practice Tuesday, the Rebels
seemed to have put the loss behind them.
“I’m not a big guy who gets
into the hangover mode,” Ole
Miss head coach Hugh Freeze
said. “In college football there are
a bunch of teams that lose games
at times, and if you’re going to be
worth your salt and build a program, you certainly can’t have a

hangover that causes you to drag
around. I’m proud of the way
(the team) responded. I like the
way they came back today and
got after it.”
The Rebels will have another
tough challenge ahead of them
this weekend when No. 9 Texas
A&M (4-1, 1-1 SEC) rolls into
Oxford. The Aggies took last
season’s matchup 30-27 in a nail
biter that came down to the last

2305 Jackson Ave. W, #207, Oxford, MS 38655

(662) 232-8668

Hibachi Grill Hours:
11am – 3pm and 4:30pm – 10pm

(Tues & Wed @ the Grill Table only)

Steak Hibachi Special .  .  .  .  .  . $10 .95
( Served with soup or salad, veggies, fried rice and 6 oz. steak )

Chicken Hibachi Special  .  .  .  .  . $6 .95
( Served with soup or salad, veggies, fried rice and 6 oz. chicken )

No coupon is required.
Offer not combinable with happy hour specials or any other coupons, discounts, or frequent diner card.

Visit our website: www.toyooxford.com for menus, coupons and our latest specials!

35462a

drive.
Alford attempts to mimic
Manziel
Texas A&M will bring arguably the most dangerous player
in college football to Oxford this
weekend in sophomore and last
year’s Heisman Trophy-winning
quarterback Johnny Manziel.
Manziel is known for his highlight plays of scrambling around
and tossing the ball downfield for
a touchdown, and Ole Miss will
attempt to mimic that with defensive back and former Southern
Miss quarterback Anthony Alford, who acts as the scout team
quarterback while he sits out due
to the NCAA transfer policy.
The 6-foot-1 Petal native played
scout team quarterback last week
when the Rebels faced Nick Marshall of Auburn and will attempt
to give a good look this week as
Manziel.
“Anthony Alford is our best
chance,” Freeze said. “The first
team period he did good running
around. We tell him on this play
just scramble somewhere and
throw it and see if we have it covered. He did a good job; that’s as
good as we can do.”
As a senior in high school, Alford threw for over 2,000 yards
and 20 touchdowns, so Freeze
and his staff believe he will be
able to give them a good shot at
seeing what Manziel might be doing come Saturday.
“Fortunately we’ve got a good
look with Alford out there this

week,” defensive coordinator
Dave Wommack said. “He is a
great athlete. I don’t know if he
is in Manziel’s class or not, but
Manziel is so slippery, he’s quick
and fast.”
Injury updates
Junior defensive end C.J. Johnson didn’t participate in Tuesday’s practice, but Freeze said the
training staff was going to give
Johnson a workout after practice
to see how his ankle reacts and
feels Wednesday morning.
Johnson has been dealing with
the ankle injury almost all season
long, but he re-aggravated it during Ole Miss’ loss at Alabama on
Sept. 28.
Junior defensive end Carlton
Martin returned to practice Tuesday after missing Saturday’s contest at Auburn.
“Carlton looked good today,”
Freeze said. “I saw the first team
period today and thought he
looked pretty good. I expect him
to progress nicely and hopefully
be with us Saturday.”
Senior running back Jeff Scott
sat out Tuesday with a thigh
bruise. Freeze said it’s nothing serious, and he expects Scott to be
back at practice today.
Junior wide receiver Donte
Moncrief was a full participant,
but he is still dealing with a shoulder he sprained against Alabama.
For continuing coverage of Ole Miss
football, follow @SigNewton_2 and
@thedm_sports on Twitter.

